BEDE
complete downfall of Northumbrian civilization. Bede's
influence continued, a link between ancient and modern times.
But it continued outside the limits of his beloved Northumbria,
which lay in ruins.
Yet although Bede's main function was to connect Classical
times with the Middle Ages, to help to bridge the gap between
the end of the sixth century and the beginning of the twelfth,
we must remember that what he passed on was not information,
but the spirit of freshness in worship, in learning, and in teach-
ing. 'Spending all my life in my monastery5, he says, cand
observing the regular discipline and the daily singing of God's
service in the church, the rest of my time I was delighted always
to learn, to teach, or to write.3 Bede placed the opus Dei first,
as every true monk must; he would not allow either study or
sickness to keep him from it. Alcuin, in a letter to the monks
of Wearmouth, records the tradition that Bede believed that
the angels were present at the canonical hours: 'Will they not
say. Where is Bede? Why comes he not to the services with his
brethren?' Only the residue of his time was given to learning
and teaching, but he did that with gusto and originality. A
few examples will suffice.
In the sixth century a certain Scythian monk at Rome, known
as Dionysius Exiguus, in compiling his Easter Tables, had
reckoned from the Incarnation,1 The exact measure of Bede's
originality here we shall never know: but Bede was certainly
the first scholar and historian to make the reckoning by the
year of our Lord the standard reckoning. Every time we date
a letter we should render homage to the Venerable Bede.
His Ecclesiastical History was not only a pattern for all future
historians; not only has it been praised by Mommsen for its
accuracy, but in many ways it spread through Western Europe
a new conception of history, and of other things. I may mention
one detail. Bede wrote the Ecclesiastical History of the English
People before there was any English nation in existence. He
might have adopted the political unit and have written an
Ecclesiastical History of Northumbria; he might have taken
the geographical unit and have written an Ecclesiastical History
1 POOLE, Chronicles and Annals, 1926, p. zz.
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